Commercial Fashioh ‘

How do manufacturers achieve the look of designers clothing at affordable prices? ‘

Study the pictures below. Designer Clothing v High Street.

The beautiful supermodel Anja Rubik

Institute Gala. If you don’t have $5.000-88

Bebe Sequin Striped Party Dress

to ride the Balmain wave until the very end. Once again they

Bebe Sequin Striped Party Dress

$175, Bebe

Bebe Strapless Sequin Train Dress

%158, Bebe

o,




Did Asprey rip off the Hermes Birkin?
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That'’s a fair question to ask, considering the image below of 5 ¥Tweet 0

the Asprev :178: and theHermes Birkin side by side which

look very very much alike. We all know the deal about the

Birkin: Since its introduction 20 vears ago, it has been an iconic accessorv among the
fashion crowd for decades. It was named after British-born actress Jane Birkin, who

has developed tendonitis from carrying the bag over the years.

The Asprev 1781, meanwhile, was introduced just last vear as part of the British luxury
goods company’s Autumn / Winter 2009 collection. Based on the differing times of
introduction alone, we could properly deduce who was inspired by (copied) whosedesign,
but that would be quite hasty and irresponsible. Additionally, Asprey argues in a press
release announcing the collection that the 178: was “based on a design from an early

travelling bag” and is a “contemporary reflection of today’s traveller.”

e Simplified styling

e Cheaper
materials and
trims

e |Less processes

Retains the look — but
less expensive.

This practice is
widespread in the
fashion industry. If

challenged
manufacturers need to
prove they have
changed enough of the
details in the rip-off
version practice to avoid
court proceedings on
breech of copyright.
There is often little
designers can do to
prevent this practice.

This affects all aspects of
the fashion industry but

in particular:
e Clothing
e Handbags

e Accessories
e Footwear




